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4. Forces ~ General 
The composition and size of the Communist force 

in South Vietnam has changed considerably since 1964. The 
totel enemy strength has Grown From approximately 227,000 in 
1964, to 269,000 by mid-1956, and we estimate that it mar 
reach 310,000 by June 1967. Nearly 37,0060 ragular North 
Vietnamesa Army troops have joined enemy ranks in South 
Vietnam since mid-1965. Tha continued infiltration of 
North Vietnamese troops has been the primary source of in- 
Creasead Communist troop strength in South Vietnam. The com- 
parative and future astimatea Growth in enemy forces is 
Liiustrated im Table Ty-s: Geren 


December June 

1964* 1965 1966* 1966 1967 

North Vietnam -~- Ls. :0 38.0 60.0 75.0 

VC Main Force 34,0 59.0 63.0 65.0 65.0 

Irregulars** 9230 LOCOS” oe Leh 110.0 
Political Cadre, 

Combat Support --- 57.0 58.0 60.0 60.0 


G Oz - year strengtns with SxCesclon Or JIUnS. 2965, 

"*These are the currently accepted irregular figures but, 
&S indicated in the Summary Discussion, these figures are 
being re-examined and may be subject to upward revision. 

2. Deployment 
Current North Vietnanesea urooD strength is 

primarily centered in If Corps area, and to a mucna lesser 
es<tenc in Tl and TIT Corps area. No appreciable RISES OT 
NVA troops are known to be in IV Corps. VC main force 
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strength is heavilv c deer as ~ ss 
eae eae avily concentrated in III and IV areas and 
ake nr excenc in If and £ Corps areas, A more detailed 
na aa : is as. A mor ates 
SPeOyMene 29 shown ih Table Ty+6. balou: 
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